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some water, there to be delivered. She must observe the
same custom at her monthly periods. They build for women
at such times a small hut outside the village. The people
believe that if the pigs were to eat of the blood of women, or
their afterbirth or their menstrual flow, they would imitate
the women by going into the fields and grubbing up the fruits
of the earth, just as the women dig them up. If the pigs con-
trive to break into the fields in numbers, they blame the
women for not observing the rule of seclusion during their
periods, or at childbirth.1 Again, among the Yabim, another
tribe of Northern New Guinea, the husband of a pregnant
woman may not go fishing for bonito, for if he did the fish
would avoid the boat and refuse to be caught, and the
morning after a woman has been delivered of a child the
people may not go out into the fields, for they think that if
they did so the crop of taro would fail. Evidently they fear
to convey the infection of childbed to the fields by visiting'
them too soon after the birth.2 Among the Bukaua, another
tribe of Northern New Guinea, a pregnant woman may not
walk on the sea-shore or near the mouth of a river because
it is believed that her blood would kill all the fish. And her
husband may not go fishing with other men, though he is
not forbidden to try his luck by himself.3
In Efate, one of the New Hebrides, after childbirth, " the
woman is isolated and regarded as unclean until the thirtieth
day, on which day, for the first time, the mother and child
go out of the house and are both purified with sea water.
According to the Efatese notions the sea is the great purifying
medium. . . . The name in Efatese for uncleanness is nimam>
and that of childbirth is called nimam nafiselan. The men
are afraid of it and keep away from the house in which the
birth has taken place. They say that men by going to or
near the house would contract the nimam or uncleanness,
and that in consequence ' their eyes would be darkened
(that is, they would be weak) in war/ and that if, having
contracted it, they went to their plantations, the yams would
rot. This applies to the day of birth, A sacred man
(natamole tabu) who inadvertently goes near such a house,
1 R. Neuhauss, op. cit. iii. 91.                 * R. Neuhauss, op. tit, iii. 425 sq.
* R. Neuhauss, op, cit, iii. 294.